528                                   THE   U.S.S.R.
In the north there are limestone outcrops, where potholes,
underground caverns, and disappearing streams are common
features.
The south-western section of the Western Region consists
of a broad lowland depression, drained by the river Pripet.
Slightly elevated patches of sandy deposits, clothed with
coniferous forests, occur amid enormous tracts of swamps and
bogs which cover hundreds of square miles. These marshy
lands, known in Russia as the Polyessie, are covered with an
intricate network of interconnected streams and rivers.
During the spring floods the Polyessie have the appearance
of a vast lake, in which the elevated sandy areas stand out
like islands. Large stretches of these marshes have been
drained and are now used as meadows or arable land.
Climate and Vegetation
The climate is distinctly humid, so that agriculture is not
hindered by droughts. In the east the temperature conditions
are similar to those prevailing around Moscow. But towards
the west the increased effect of oceanic influences is apparent,
so that the winters are not so cold, the summers are not so
hot, and the precipitation is relatively heavy. In the south-
west winter lasts for only three months. Thaws often occur
in January and February. This change of climate from north-
east to south-west finds its reflection in. the natural vegetation.
In the forests of the north and east coniferous trees and the
birch and aspen predominate, while in the south-west the
oak, lime, maple, and hornbeam are the chief trees. About
two-thirds of the forested land has been cleared for agriculture.
The bog vegetation varies, and, according to local conditions,
reeds, rushes, sedge, or coarse grasses are found. In the
northern Polyessie lands the marshes and patches of coniferous
forest are strongly reminiscent of the cold northern parts of
the Soviet Union, while the landscape of the deciduous forest
lands is more akin to that of the right-bank lands of the
Ukraine in the south.
Agriculture
The poor clay or sandy podsolized soils, and the damp cool